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SIR JOHN VANBRUGH (1664-1726)

Vanbrugh's three comedies. The Relapse or Virtue in Danger,
Aesop and The Provoked Wife were all pub. in 4to edd. in 1697. His
later works include three comedies, The False Friend (1702), The
Confederacy (1705) and The Mistake (1706) with a fragment of a
fourth, A Journey to London, completed by Golley Gibber as The
Provoked Husband (1728). He collaborated with Gongreve and
Walsh in an adaptation from Moliere (see below) wrote two
farces called The Country House and The Cuckold in Conceit, and
adapted Fletcher's The Pilgrim, performed with Dryden's Secular
Masque in 1700. Collected edd. of Vanbrugh's plays appeared in
1730 and at subsequent dates in the eighteenth century. There
are also many edd. of separate plays which were often acted and
altered. R. B. Sheridan adapted The Relapse under the title of
A Trip to Scarborough (1793).

There are modern edd. of Vanbrugh's plays by W. G. Ward
(2 vols. 1893), by A. E. H. Swaen in the Mermaid Series. The
Complete Works, ed. Bonamy Dobree and G. Webb (Nonesuch
Press, 1927-8) is the standard modern ed.

Biography and Criticism.

Early accounts of Vanbrugh's life are summarised in Baker's
Biographia Dramatica. A valuable article on him by A. Ashpital
appeared in the 8th ed. of the Encyclopaedia Britannica (1860) and
there is an important Life prefixed to Ward's ed. G. H. Love-
grove's The Life) Work and Influence of Sir John Vanbrugh (1902),
deals mainly with his work as an architect. The best modern study
is that of Bonamy Dobre"e in Essays in Biography (1925). See also
the critical remarks of Leigh Hunt and Hazlitt (op. cit.)5 and
of H. Ten E. Perry in The Comic Spirit in Restoration Comedy (1925).

WILLIAM GONGREVE (1670-1729)

Works.

&

William Congreve's five famous plays were pub. in the following
order: The Old Batchelor (1693), The Double Dealer (1694), Love for
Love (1695), The Mourning Bride. A tragedy (1697) and The Way
of the World (1700). His later dramatic works are The Masque of
Paris (1701), Monsieur de Pourceaugnac or Squire Trelooby (an adapta-
tion from Moliere made in collaboration with Walsh and Van-
brugh, 1704), and Semele and Opera (1710). His works were pub*
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